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BACKGROUND
The book continues the story of the people of Israel that was started in Genesis. It finds the people in slavery in Egypt. What was once their salvation (Gen 37-47) had become their enslavement.
Week 1
Idolatry – the spiritual context.
Look at these pieces of scripture:

Ex 32:1-8


Judges 2:10-13


Daniel 3:1-6
Daniel 16:6-9


Hosea 4:7-13

Acts 14:11-13

Acts 17:16, 22-23


Acts 19:25-27

Colossians 3:5

Galatians 5:19-21

1 Cor 4:3-5

For discussion: 
• Did idolatry change over time (for instance between OT 

and NT times)?

• What evidence is there of idolatry today? In which ways is it the same/different?
So how do we apply this to the present day?

Read 1 Corinthians 10. It rather neatly combines the theme of idolatry with the story of the Exodus and New Testament teachings that we can apply to today. The issue it addresses in the second half of the chapter relate to the debate over whether the church people should eat the ‘second-hand’ meat bought in the market which had been sacrificed to idols – it was the only affordable option for some.
I like this because it is real and relevant teaching to a group working out how to live out their faith and remain clean while being immersed in a culture riddled with idolatry and sin. Sound familiar? 

Try writing Paul’s Letter to the Plymothians Chapter 10 – what would it sound like?

Background reading for Week 2 – Exodus 1-11
	THE PLAGUES

	Level of Pain: Discomfort

	Plague
	Verses
	Warning
	Conditions / Details
	Application to Egyptian Gods
	Outcome / Responses

	Nile turned 
to blood
	7:14-25
	Pharaoh as he went to get water from Nile in the morning.
	“In the morning”
	Hapi (Apis), the bull god of Nile; 
Isis, goddess of Nile; Khnua, ram god, guardian of Nile
	Magicians duplicated; Pharaoh refused to listen; People dug along Nile for water

	Frogs
	8:1-15
	Let My people go, or else …
	 
	Heqet, goddess of birth—frog head
	Magicians duplicated; Moses petitioned to remove frogs; Pharaoh to set time

	Gnats
	8:16-19
	None
	 
	Set, god of desert
	“This is the finger of God”

	Level of Pain: Destruction

	Flies
	8:20-32
	Pharaoh as he goes to get water in early morning
	“In the morning”
Time specified, Goshen exempted
	Re, sun god; 
Uatchit, possibly represented by fly
	Moses summoned / Pharaoh bargains: “Don’t go far”

	Livestock killed
	9:1-7
	If you refuse…
	Israel’s cattle exempted,
Time of plague
	Hathor, goddess with cow head; Apis, the bull god (fertility)
	Pharaoh informed, no repentance

	Boils
	9:8-12
	None
	Soot of furnace tossed in air
	Sekhmet, goddess over disease; Sunu, pestilence god
	Magicians afflicted, could not stand before Moses. Pharaoh hardened.

	Level of Pain: Dread

	Storm
	9:13-25
	“Let my people go, or else… Plagues full force!”
	“In the morning” worst storm in Egypt’s history. Time set. Bring in livestock.
	Nut, sky goddess;
Osiris, god of crops, fertility;

Set, god of storms
	Some officials brought in servants, cattle.
Goshen exempted
Pharaoh: “I have sinned—We are wrong”
King & officials hardened hearts

	Locusts
	10:1-20
	“Let my people go … if you refuse. . .”
	 
	Nut, sky goddess
Osiris, god of crops, fertility
	Officials plead for release of Israel before plague.
Pharaoh bargains, “Men, only”
“I have sinned”

	Darkness
	10:21-29
	None
	Total darkness.
Light in Israel’s homes
	Re, sun god
Nut, sky goddess
Hathor, sky goddess
	“Go, without herds”
“Out of my sight”
“Don’t come back”


The Point of the Plagues

The Point of the Plagues

The plagues came from God upon the Egyptians for specific purposes. 

(1) The plagues were an indictment and judgment of the gods of Egypt. “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt; I am the Lord” (Exod. 12:12; cf. 18:11; Num. 33:4; Isa. 19:1).126 Not only did the Egyptians need to renounce their pagan gods as no-gods, but so did the Israelites, who also worshipped them (cf. Josh. 24:14).

(2) The plagues were a demonstration of God’s existence and power. Pharaoh rejected Moses’ request that he allow the Israelites to travel three days into the wilderness to worship God (Exod. 5:1-2). The plagues were a rebuttal to Pharaoh’s response. They proved that Israel’s God alone was Lord. “And the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it” (Exod. 7:5; cf. also, 7:17; 8:10, 22; 9:14, 16; 10:2).

(3) The plagues were a judgment on Pharaoh and the Egyptians for their cruelty and harshness. “But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions” (Gen. 15:14).

(4) The plagues were God’s means of forcing Pharaoh to release Israel from Egypt. “But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go” (Exod. 3:19-20; cf. 6:1; 7:4-5; 12:31, 33, 39; 13:3).

(5) The plagues were a prototype, a sample of God’s future judgment. The plagues which came upon the Egyptians for their sin were like those which Israel would experience, if this nation disobeyed the Law which God was soon to give them: “The Lord will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you cannot be cured” (Deut. 28:27). There is also much similarity between the plagues of Egypt and the plagues described in the Book of Revelation, which are poured out upon the earth in the last days, just preceding the return of our Lord. Thus, in the Book of Revelation we find the victorious tribulation saints singing the “song of Moses” (Rev. 15:3). In addition, it is in the retelling of these stories that the People of God have grown up familiar with a powerful God, King over the Nations.
Week 3
A Pattern for Living in Freedom
The pattern of Exodus mirrors the pattern of our Christian life;

1) Redemption and freedom from slavery. Redemption involves a payment. In Egypt it was the payment of a sacrificial lamb in place of the firstborn. Thus by the lamb the firstborn is saved. On a bigger scale the firstborn of creation (Adam, ie us) is saved by the blood of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (a prophecy declared by Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist when he encountered him by the Jordan river). After the initial salvation comes the walking out of slavery into freedom (repentance). Both are needed – and this mirrors the work of grace (God) and the choices involved (us).

2) Provision. On leaving the Egyptians were amazingly predisposed towards the Israelites and gave them all their valuables. Once in the desert the People of God were sustained by water from the rock and manna and quail. As the relationship between God and his people develops the need for God to provide remains, and when the people (through pride and independence) seek self-sufficiency it leads to trouble – usually in the form of sin and idolatry.

3) Battle. The Israelites were plunged from slavery into a battle situation! Particularly in our present socio-political context the whole Israel vs. the world thing is hard when you think about it (they killed people). This aside it does paint a picture of the spiritual reality we are now in, and one which we don’t often talk about. Look up Ephesians 6 and 2 Corinthians 10.
4) Instructions for living. The Israelites were saved by God in order to be set apart as a Holy Nation – a kingdom of priests (Ex 19:6). The laws that were set out were both practical (eg. 21:1 – 23:9) and spiritual (ch. 22-26). The Ten Commandments are the centrepiece of them all.

What do we do with Exodus?
· It’s more than a story

· It’s obviously no longer applicable in its entirety as it was for the Israelites.

· So do we just pick and choose the bits we like?
i) Marvel at the miraculous establishment of a new nation, a new society – organising a rabble of slaves into a functioning (and all-conquering) nation state. With hygiene laws that were hundreds of years ahead of their time and a moral code that has been the bedrock of Western law and society ever since. Good work.
ii) It informs us of the nature of God, of sin, and of freedom. Read in the context of the whole Bible there are principles of life that we can draw out.

iii) Exodus lends meaning and context to two great passages explaining the New Covenant and how it is different to the Old Covenant. The Old Covenant was the basis of the relationship between God and the Israelites through Moses. Jeremiah (31:31-34) prophesies concerning this, and Jesus explains how the law, as set out in Exodus and the rest of the Torah, works in the context of this New Covenant being upon them.
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