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A response to grace
A post-Easter Sunday series; the stone has been rolled away and Jesus has led you out of the tomb and into the early morning sunshine. Your new life stretches ahead of you!

· What do you do with your life and freedom?
· How do you avoid creeping back into the safety and security of the tomb?

The text

We will be taking a tour of the classic passages in the New Testament letters from the Apostles to people much like us. For some this new life will be very real and recent, and the passages we study will be new to you (I suggest you use the NIV translation which is clear and in between a literal translation and an interpretation of the original). For others the tomb is but a distant memory and these passages maybe old friends. To dig them up again and refresh them I recommend reading from the Message first and then comparing with your old faithful. 
The application
Please make every effort to read through the passage before the meeting. The meeting will give us an opportunity to share how we have managed to apply the passages in the proceeding week – the more we put in the more we get out. My hope is that this will be a living workshop of applied theology - what’s more exciting than that? Maybe you don’t believe in life-changing Bible studies any more. Think again.

The tension

Apart from the possible tension of opposing views if we discuss the texts honestly (!) there is a real tension in most of the texts we will be studying, and that lies between the message of grace and the reality of effort. One without the other does not work, and in any attempts at deepening our relationship with Jesus we risk falling into a legal mindset which leads to death, religion and pharisaicalism. At all times stay rooted in the unconditional love of Jesus and his work on the cross that has set us free and made us righteous in the sight of God. 

There is nothing we can do to make God love us more, there is nothing we can do to make him love us less.
Week 1:
2 Peter 1:3-11

Power for productivity
Week 2:
Galatians 5


Living free in Christ 
Week 3:
Ephesians 6: 10-18

Armed and protected

Week 4:
2 Corinthians 4: 1-18
Treasures in jars of clay – living for eternity

Week 5:
Philippians 4: 4-9

Living the life of peace and joy
Week 6:
Hebrews10: 10-25, 12:1-13

Heroes! 
Week 1:
2 Peter 1:3-11

Power for productivity

1
Establishing the main and plain. List the statements that Peter makes in this passage in order of importance. Give the 4 most important.

Is the order of the spiritual attributes mentioned important?

Is this an exhaustive list?

Are there any similar passages which would benefit us to read alongside this one?

2
Faith. Verse 5 assumes that you already have faith. 

How is that? 

Can you get more (or stronger) faith? 

Galatians mentions faith more times for its size than any other book. Can you explain why this might be? 

Incidentally James comes 2nd in the league of ‘faith mentioned relative to size’ – does this make you ponder? 
3
Application. Just how do you go about adding goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love?
4
Resolution. Would it help you to set yourself a task to practice this week in order to apply the lessons of this passage to your life in the forthcoming week/month?

Week 2:
Galatians 5


Living free in Christ 
Background

Read-thru Galatians 1:6 & Galatians 6:11-13 

· What is the main purpose of the Paul’s letter?

· What is going on in the church in Galatia?

The Law


Read-thru Galatians 3:19

· What is the purpose of the law?

Read-thru Galatians 3:5-11

· Can we keep the law?

· How can we be saved?

Why this book is relevant to us

(Group 1) Look-up Galatians 2:17 - 3:4 

· What are the Galatians doing?

· Do we ever slip into the trap of trying to earn our salvation again?

· What message does this give out about Christ’s death on the cross.

· Application: How can we avoid slipping into the trap of trying to earn salvation?

(Group 2) Look-up Galatians 4:8-12

· What are the Galatians doing?

· Do we ever retreat again into being slaves of this world? 

· Application: What kind of things do we retreat into? How can we fight this tendency?

FREEDOM – Galatians 5

Read-thru Galatians 5:1-15

· We are free:

· From slavery to the law.

· To love.

· Not to sin.

· Find which verses make these statements

· What is more motivating, having rules to keep, or responding in love to salvation?

There seem to be 2 recurring enemies in this text:

1. Becoming a slave to the law, and trying to earn our salvation

2. Our sinful nature

Having set the stage for dealing with our sinfulness, not to earn salvation, but out of love, and a response to God accepting us, Galatians 5 considers the battle between our sinful nature and power of the Spirit…

POWER – Galatians 5

Read-thru Galatians 5:16-26

· What are the sinful desires – these are natural. 

· What are fruit of the spirit.

· It’s a battle – we’re never free from it, but we have a choice.

· Application: How do we “tap in” to the Spirits power? 
· Application: When we stuff up, how should we respond? 
Judaizers – came to teach mainly Greek Galatian Christians “their ways”.





3 Laws to consider…


Ceremonial law - precursor to Jesus


Civil law - for Israel’s daily living


Moral law – direct command of God











Additional references:


Romans 8:9 


Ephesians 4:23-24


Colossians 3:3-8
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